PLATTSBURG UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1715 S URBANA LISBON ROAD

PO BOX 699

SOUTH CHARLESTON, OH 45368

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL MAILED ON 12/292021
Church Phone 937-568-4102

Church E-Mail Plattsburgucc@woh.rr.com

Mitzi Holloway, Secretary
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00-11:00am

DEVOTIONAL LIFE BOOKLETS Devotional

Life Booklets (The Upper Room) will be placed in a H a ppy
rack in the front hall for anyone who wishes them.
If you would like one delivered to your home or to N ew Ye ar I

someone in a Nursing Home please call the Church
Office and let us know. (937-568-4102)

MISSION FOCUS FOR JANUARY
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS

(See information inside Newsletter on collection process)

FUTURE INFORMATION FOR THE CHURCH CALL NEEDS TO BE SENT TO THE CHURCH E-MAIL
ADDRESS AT: plattsburgucc@woh.rr.com or you may leave a note in the secretary’s mailbox or call the
church and leave a phone message on the Church answering machine. Thank you.


mailto:Plattsburgucc@woh.rr.com

JANUARY 2021 PLATTSBURG UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Jan 1 New Year’s Day - Church
Office Closed

Jan 3 Worship Service 9:30am
Jan 10 Worship Service 9:30am
Jan 16 Annual Plattsburg UCC [ &
Blood Drive 7:30-11:30am .,
Jan 17 Worship Service 9:30am [ : h h C II “
Jan 18 February Call Newsletter [ ; ' u rc > a s
Deadline ' - SRR
Jan 24 Worship Service 9:30am
Jan 25 Official Board Meeting
7:00pm

Jan 26 Call Collators 11:00am
Jan 31 Worship Service 9:30am

There will not be an annual congregational

meeting in January 2021.

BOARD OF OUTREACH

The first quarter of 2021, January, February and March, the Mission Focus will

FINANCIAL NEWS....... be personal hygiene items.
For the month ending November . . )
30th 2020: Please leave your items at any of the committee members’ homes.
Income was 40.9% of the expenses ~ Committee Members are: Peggy Bellows, Beth Brightman, GeorgeAnn Mullins,
and the Year-To-Date was 94.4%. Jeanne Troxell and Amy Zimmerman.

This congregation supports all the
missions of the church: financial,
with donations to benefit all the
many special projects, and with

their time and talents. We appreciate
all the wonderful support provided.

A detailed report of the Church 2021 ANNUAL PLATTSBURG UCC BLOOD DRIVE .........

expenses, by month, is always
posted on the church bulletin board ~ The annual Plattsburg Church Blood Drive will be held Saturday,

If you have any questions regarding this mission project or when or where to
drop off your donations, please contact any of the Outreach Board Members.
Thank you.

outside of the pastor’s office. January 16th from 7:30-11:30 a.m. Please come, share a pint of
Your generous and regular financial ~ YOUr healthy blood with someone in need. Blood donors must be
support makes it possible for our at least 16 years old and in good health. To schedule a donation \quBigﬂe;,,
church to do great things for our appointment, sign up at the church, contact Peggy Bellows or «
members, our neighbors, our schedule on-line via www.donortime.com. If you cannot donate
community and our world. but would like to provide donuts, cookies, or juice for the
canteen, please notify Peggy Bellows. Your donation is greatly
Thank you for all YOU do as we appreciated. o
walk together loving and serving our  Thank you. 1'[,e B\o&

Lord and Savior.

REMINDER:
PLEASE cash any expense-reimbursement checks from the church in a timely manner. Checks that have not been cashed for two
or three months make record keeping more difficult. Thank you.



Board of Outreach 2020 Christmas Adopt-A-Family Project..............

The Adopt-A-Family Project this year was a success. We donated gifts for
each of the (3) families with (10) children total and each family received a
gift card for groceries.

In case you forget, here is “How To Watch the Church’s Facebook Live
Services”.
How do | create a Facebook account?

1. Go to facebook.com and click Create New Account.

2. Enter your name, email or mobile phone number, password, date of birth and gender.

3. Click Sign Up.

4, To finish creating your account, you need to confirm your email or mobile phone number.

Please remember to create a password that you will be able to remember.

Once in Facebook type Plattsburg UCC in search area

Church’s Facebook page will populate, click like and you will be notified when we are live, or something is
posted.

On Sunday morning when we go live at 9:30 am you will be able to click on notification and open and

see the service.

Make sure you comment so we know you are there.

Church Contributions.................

During this pandemic please mail your church contributions to Mike Judy, 8439 Whitridge Road,
South Charleston OH 45368. Your generosity is much needed and very much appreciated. Thank you.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Christ has the power to change my life.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mi nd. Then you wild/l be abl e t o 4hisgdod, pleasing |
and perfect will. Romans 12:2 (NIV)

| once had the opportunity to visit a butterfly garden where | saw a variety of species of butterflies with their beautiful
shades of color and differing sizes. | thought about the various stages through which these insects must pass to reach
adulthood and become butterflies.

As | meditated on this image, | stopped to think about our spiritual life. We too must experience transformation in order to
renew ourselves, to grow, and to share our faith with others by showing what God does in our lives. As followers of Jesus
we become “the light of the world” and the “salt of the earth.” (See Matthew 5:13-14.) Our words and actions are
transformed!

And how do we experience such a transformation? Through a life of intimacy with God - by reading God’s word, by
praying, and by serving in Jesus’ name. Just as nature renews itself every season, our spiritual life will be renewed when
we follow the way of Christ.

Prayer: Transform us, Lord! Search us and change our whole being, giving us a new and sanctified life. In the name of
Jesus. Amen.

Article from the Upper Room - January - February 2021 Written by Carolina Maia Faria
(Minas Gerais, Brazil)



A LOOK Back at the Year 2020........cccvviiiiiiiiiireeeeereeererserrersrrmrmmrrrmrmmrmrnnns

During the year 2020 we experienced and saw a global pandemic that has taken the lives of over 300,000
individuals, a record number of hurricanes, raging wild fires in the west, a racial reckoning, a presidential
impeachment trial and acquittal, stock market crash, a monumental election and the rollout of the Covid 19
vaccine. This past year has been a year like no other. | have heard people refer to the 2020 year as
Exhausting, Chaotic, Relentless, Heartbreaking, A Nightmare, A Year of Missing, Unbelievable and
Surreal. The list of words could go on and on. Yes, this has for sure been a year that we all will never forget.
As you read through the list of words above | am sure you can relate to them and you may even have a word of
your own that you could use to sum up your year. In a year of much loss and suffering there were also
wonderful and beautiful things that happened. There were marriages, new babies, graduations, birthday
celebrations, anniversary celebrations, sunny and warm days, a growing garden, the opportunity to have family
meals together more often, the ability to work from home, spending more quality time with your children and
being more involved with their school work, catching up on television shows that you missed, reading a good
book, taking walks outside of your own home and enjoying the surroundings that you never noticed where
there, having more time to text or phone family and friends, being more creative about holiday celebrations and
vacations, dusting off board games and having family night, and taking bike rides. This is just a small list of
things that came as a result of staying home and being safe.

Even though things were quite different and difficult there still was joy and good in our lives. We were still able
to worship and receive our own spiritual guidance through the wonders of live streaming on Facebook. We
made it through the year with our Lord and Savior looking over us and guiding us with loving hands. Their spirit
calmed us when we felt anxious, encouraged us when we felt hopeless, guided us when we felt lost, held us up
when we felt weak and loved us when we felt alone. Their presence was always with us and they never failed
us in anytime of our need when everything around us was crumbling. Now when we pick up our bible and read,
we read at a much deeper level of understanding how awesome our Lord and Savior are. The year 2020 has
brought us closer to our Lord and Savior. We have learned to slow down take our time and to appreciate what
we have. We realize that we need each other, especially in a time of crisis and that we must show empathy for
others and care about each other. Being kind consistently, serves us well and there is goodness and humanity,
even in the darkness. Life is precious. Be grateful for what you have. Never under estimate the power of
LOVE.

As we enter into a new year, what are you hopeful for?
Most people are hopeful for a successful vaccine and better health care coverage for all. Hopeful that we will
have learned to take nothing for granted. Hopeful for returning to work to be together with co-workers.
Hopeful for returning to school to be with school mates. Hopeful that we will have a renewed sense of what is
most important and bring those values into the 2021 year. Hopeful that everyone stays safe and feels safe.
Hopeful for returning to church services and worshiping in their own church building. Hopeful for being able to
visit with family members in person. | know that we each have our own hopeful list. With the power of prayer
and the grace of our Lord and Savior, we can rest assured that whatever 2021 brings we
will never be alone.

Let us pray each day this prayer of hope as we enter into the new year and what it brings.

Dear God, Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you’ve
allowed into our lives this past year, the good along with the hard things, which
have reminded us how much we need you and rely on your presence filling us
every singe day. We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year.

| would like to take the time to thank everyone for the many prayers and cards sent to Steve as he recovers
from the Covid virus. He came home on November 30th after 15 days in the Intensive Care Unit at Springdfield
Regional. He is improving each day. We are so thankful for the Home Health Team that visits him twice a
week providing him with physical therapy and nurse checks. Steve still needs oxygen 24 hours a day but there
is improvement in this area too. The power of prayers has certainly been a blessing in the Holloway home this
year. Thank you once again. God is Great!

Love Mitzi, Church Secretary



